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formulary distinctive of any particular denomination
shall be taught";1 while the Boards themselves,
instead of being appointed by the vestries or other
local bodies, as had been originally provided, were
handed over to direct popular election. On the
other hand, the denominational schools, which in
practice were mostly Church schools, continued to
be subsidised by the Exchequer, and the subsidy
was even raised from one-third to one-half of the
total cost; besides which, " by the twenty-fifth
clause, School Boards were enabled to pay in
denominational schools the fees of parents who,
though not paupers, were unable to pay them."2
" Training schools were left mostly in the hands of
the sects, so that almost the only teachers to be
procured by the model unsectarian schools were
persons brought up in the lines of active sec-
tarianism."3

What made the new lease of life given to the
old system not only a theoretical injustice, but
also a great practical mischief, was the proved
inefficiency of the denominational schools. This
had been brought to light by the requirements of
Lowe's Revised Code, with its system of payment
by results. To pass in its highest standard "a
child must be able to read with fluency and expres-
sion, to write a short letter, and to work rule-of-
three sums and fractions." Now, "of the two
million children on the school registers in 1872
only 8,819 passed without failure in the three

* Elementary Education Act, 32 and 34 Vic., clause 14.
9 Spencer Walpole,  History   of  Twenty-five   Years>   vol.   n.,
p. 410.
3 John Morlcy, The Struggle for National Education t p. 15.